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WINTER SPRINKLER BAN 
Statement by Minister for Water 

DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre — Minister for Water) [9.17 am]: I inform the house on the progress of the winter 
sprinkler ban trial. The history of this trial goes back to the first half of this year, when there was excessive 
consumption due to the third driest half of the year on record. Fortunately, we have had some rain since then. 
However, acknowledging that 40 per cent of domestic water is used on lawns and gardens, it was thought that 
this winter ban was necessary. 

I am delighted to report that so far the trial has been extremely successful. The latest survey indicates that 90 per 
cent of the community support the ban and that daily consumption of water has reduced significantly. In the five 
days between 14 and 18 August, the daily consumption was between 397 megalitres and 486 megalitres. Prior to 
the ban, consumption was around 650 megalitres per day, and the average winter consumption is 500 megalitres. 
I am confident that this reduction can be directly attributed to the sprinkler ban trial. Surveys indicate that the 
implementation of the ban have assisted in raising consumer awareness to save water, particularly during the 
winter months.  

I am also relieved that after a slow start to winter the dam levels are now equal to this time last year, with every 
chance that Perth will enter summer with more water in the dams than most years this decade. We currently have 
138 gigalitres available. At the risk of boring the house, I advise that a gigalitre would fill the Subiaco football 
stadium to the top of the goal posts. As I said, 138 gigalitres are available in our dams and it is now likely that if 
the rain continues, God willing, and people continue to be vigilant about their water use, we could achieve the 
2008 peak storage capacity of 152 gigalitres.  

Whilst the ban has been supported by a clear majority of the community, to assist with the implementation of the 
ban, various educational and enforcement responses have been undertaken. For scheme supplies, there have been 
1 160 warnings and one fine. For bore owners, 362 educational letters have been sent and 47 phone calls have 
been made to the Department of Water seeking clarification on the trial process and the maintenance issues 
associated with garden bores.  
Given the success of the trial, I have asked the Department of Water and the Water Corporation to hold a post-
trial summit with all stakeholders. This summit will be held on 9 September 2009. It is designed to identify all 
associated issues and the solutions in preparation for making a winter sprinkler ban a permanent water efficiency 
measure. I believe that the introduction of the water sprinkler ban has demonstrated that this government is 
serious about protecting our way of life by saving water today so that we can have it for tomorrow.  
 


	WINTER SPRINKLER BAN
	Statement by Minister for Water


